Greetings,
Thank you for working with Aiken Department of Public Safety in the process of creating and sustaining safe communities in Aiken.  As we continue to seek opportunities to strengthen diverse relationships and partnerships with our community, we ask that you consider being part of a small group designed to focus on community relations with ADPS.  We anticipate the direct time requirement will be minimal.  We ask that you glean insight as related to community relationships with law enforcement from your daily interactions in our community and then periodically facilitate an open dialogue.  
We have asked Barbara Brown to facilitate a Deliberative Dialogue training session that will better equip us to communicate with our community then explore the most promising avenues for action that will help improve community relations.  Barbara’s current work with the Kettering Foundation has proven invaluable to communities in this region.  We are honored to have this opportunity to learn from her vast knowledge and experience then have results from Aiken’s dialogues flow into national forums.  You will find additional information on Barbara included with this correspondence.

The Deliberative Dialogue Training will require a small time investment from those being trained.  The training will consist of participating in a Deliberative Dialogue session with the community, currently scheduled for Tuesday August 1st, 6:00pm – 7:30pm and a “train the facilitator” session with Barbara on Saturday August 5th, 9:00am – 1:00pm.  In order to receive the proper recognition as a Deliberative Dialogue Facilitator, you must attend both sessions.  
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 Barbara Brown is an alumni of the National Issues Forum Institute (NIFI) and serves as an NIFI Ambassador. She served as Director of Clemson University's Laboratory for Deliberative Democracy from 2004 through 2014, and now is the Executive Director for the Citizens Center for Public Life, a non-profit organization registered in South Carolina. She has managed programs for vulnerable audiences for 22 years for Clemson's Cooperative Extension Service - such programs as Children, Youth, and Families at Risk; Drug Free Communities; Operation Military Kids, and numerous juvenile justice programs. During the energy crisis of the 1970s, she worked with the Florida Solar Energy Center, the Florida Governor's Energy Office, and consulted with an undersecretary of the Air Force for Military Operations on military family housing conservation issues. In the 80's she served as an Air Force media representative in England and later held a corporate social responsibility position in South Carolina and delivered programs for a local distributor while consulting with a national corporate vice president to design additional programs. Currently, Brown is involved in developing models of SMART Power, which focuses on diplomacy, dialogue, economic development, humanitarian efforts, and security partnerships. Brown has a BS with Honors in Social Science from Rollins College, a MA in International Relations with a Political Economy Specialty from the University of Southern California, and received a Graduate Certificate in International Family and Community Studies from Clemson University.
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The Kettering Foundation is a nonprofit operating foundation rooted in the American tradition of cooperative research. Kettering’s primary research question is, what does it take to make democracy work as it should? Kettering’s research is distinctive because it is conducted from the perspective of citizens and focuses on what people can do collectively to address problems affecting their lives, their communities, and their nation.

Indeed, democracy requires an ongoing deliberative public dialogue.
